PETITION FOR RECALL

TO THE VISTA UNIFIED SCHOOL GOVERNING BOARD,

Pursuant to the California Constitution and California election laws, we the undersigned registered and qualified electors of the Vista Unified School District of Vista, California, respectfully state that we seek the recall and removal of R. Elizabeth Jaka, holding the office of School Board Trustee in Vista Unified School District.  We demand an election of a successor to that office.  The following Notice of Intention to Circulate Recall Petition was served on January 14, 2010 to R. Elizabeth Jaka.

THE GROUNDS FOR THE RECALL ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Trustee Jaka is fiscally irresponsible. 

Trustee Jaka received major support during her election from the Vista Teachers Association according the North County Times – November 15, 2008.

Trustee Jaka supported negotiating for raises during this current recession while cutting vital programs and services to students. 

Trustee Jaka during these hard financial times refused to ask for a full refund, nearly half a million dollars, from the Vista Teachers Association for the release time of their union president from District duties.

Trustee Jaka is academically irresponsible.  Trustee Jaka voted to remove a vital reading program without replacing it with another successful reading program.

Trustee Jaka excluded the public by holding a secret board meeting with the union president, Trustee Chunka, and Trustee Herrera in the middle of the night violating the Brown Act.

For these and many other reasons, we need to recall Trustee Jaka before she does further harm to the taxpayers and the children of our community.

Proponents are: Jill Parvin, Larry Fabbrini, Joan Brubaker, Jerry F. McLeod, Ann McLeod, Patricia B. King, Judith L. Bencie, Alan Dorward, Robb Scheele, and David Holbrook

THE ANSWER OF THE OFFICER SOUGHT TO BE RECALLED IS AS FOLLOWS:

I was supported by a broad base of parents, community members, classified employees, and teachers in the 2008 election.  Since then, our district has faced a devastating financial crisis, and I have been required to make difficult and often unpopular decisions to keep our district financially sound.  Because we must cut another $18M from our budget, I voted to ask teachers to take a 2% pay cut, and 5 furlough days.  No raises have been offered.  I agreed to ask the Vista Teachers’ Association for the maximum refund allowed by law.  To seek any more than that would cost our district legal fees far beyond what we could hope to win.  I voted to end a reading program that was costing our district $10.6M a year and showing limited success.  Expanding other more successful and far less expensive reading methods already in use in our schools was our best course fiscally and academically.  
These, and all other actions and deliberations have been conducted openly and independently, and with the best interests of our children in mind.  
I trust the voters to see this recall effort for what it is: a deplorable and destructive attempt to short circuit the election process.

R. Elizabeth Jaka, Vista Unified School Board Trustee
Each of the undersigned states for himself/herself that he or she is a registered and qualified elector of the Vista Unified School District, of San Diego County, California.

	1.                                    Print Your Name 
	Residence Address
	

	                            Signature as Registered to Vote
	              City                                                           Zip             
	

	2.                                    Print Your Name 
	Residence Address
	

	                            Signature as Registered to Vote
	              City                                                           Zip             
	

	3.                                    Print Your Name 
	Residence Address
	

	                            Signature as Registered to Vote
	              City                                                           Zip             
	

	4.                                    Print Your Name 
	Residence Address
	

	                            Signature as Registered to Vote
	              City                                                           Zip             
	

	5.                                    Print Your Name 
	Residence Address
	

	                            Signature as Registered to Vote
	              City                                                           Zip             
	

	6.                                    Print Your Name 
	Residence Address
	

	                            Signature as Registered to Vote
	              City                                                           Zip             
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DECLARATION OF PERSON CIRCULATING SECTION OF RECALL PETITION

(MUST BE IN CIRCULATOR’S OWN HANDWRITING)

I, ______________________________________________________ declare:



Print Full Name

1. My residence address is ________________________________________________, in __________________________, San Diego County, California, and I am a registered voter in the Vista Unified School District.

2. I personally circulated the attached petition for signing.

3. I witnessed each of the appended signatures being written on the petition and to the best of my information and belief, each signature is the genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be; and

4. The appended signatures were obtained between the dates of _______________ and _________________, inclusive.

    





            Starting Date
                 Ending Date
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed on  _____________ at _______________, San Diego County, California.









           Date
       City

SIGNED:
__________________________________________
